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From the Principal’s Desk

Hi all and welcome to the final newsletter of Term 1.

As all Wingham community can appreciate it has been another testing time
with the natural elements baring its teeth once again on our township. The
floods that we have recently encountered have once again brought out some
tremendous stories of comradery, whilst also delivering sad tales of loss and
devastation. | can only thank, with the greatest of appreciation, those
community members who bravely stepped in to help and rescue our cattle
caught in the flooding at the farm. Miraculously, | am informed that all cattle
survived!

With the end of this term comes the finalisation to the School Improvement
Plan. This will direct funding associated with the school and provide a clear
focus for school improvement. There has been a great deal of work to produce
this document. The important work starts now, implementing our actions to
get the best possible results from each of our students.

Our conversation around attendance continues and we will gain our
information around hitting our 90% for individuals very soon. It is important to
note that the school being non-operational will not have affected school
attendance negatively for any child in terms of percentage attendance.

| hope you all have a wonderful Easter break. | will be absent until Week 6 of
Term 2 and wish Mary Doust all the best as Relieving Principal for this period of
time. Look forward to seeing you all in the near future.

Diaud lyers
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March 20, 2021 - Wingham Flood

Following the issues of drought and COVID of 2019-20, our largest flood arrived with vengeance at 2.30am. We had
been planning for a bigger flood following the extreme drought. The Manning Catchments had received 250mls+ each
day consistently.

On the afternoon of Friday 19" we had made arrangements for the school’s Bottom Farm cattle to be in the top yards/
paddocks with silage bales set out in case of being flooded in from paddocks below. Watching river gauges and direct
SES reports, we planned for the 11.4m expected flood which we have survived before with planning. By 9pm the upper
river had received record rainfalls and the river gauges were rising rapidly and were close to the 11m mark. Our neigh-
bour Royce explained by 2pm he was moving horses and cattle for us and his own in floodwaters. A large pulse of water
pushed in from the river and took all 190 silage bales in a whirlpool which pushed quickly through our orange trees and
through the neighbouring houses. Our cows and calves were in the top yards hanging for their lives at 2.30am in the
pouring rain/flood waters as it moved up East Combined Street. As the morning of Saturday progressed to 6am, the top
farm was now flooded through all paddocks / buildings except for Reg’s office. East Combined Street was covered by at
least a metre of water at the front gates of the farm. This flood had moved beyond expected rises and was expected to
peak at 14.3m.

We are forever indebted to community members who took on the challenge of rescuing our Beef Week steers from the
feedlot/paddocks and the neighbour’s horses and cattle. As the morning progressed the cattle and sheep had to be
moved onto the oval and Technology compound. This group of community members included Jonty Hemmingway, Kel
Bridges, Billy Callaghan, Gavin Austin, Andrew Edwards, Farron Saxby, Jo & Ava Abbott, Greg and Maree Gilbert, Annette
Blanch, Helen Cross and many other volunteers from our local community. Jonty needs special commendation for her
organisation of the rescue over those couple of days.

Once the Top farm was sorted the mission was to get to the Bottom Farm as it was thought all cattle may have been
lost. Billy Callaghan set his drone aloft and was able to pass images of our cattle still around the yards and bore hanging
in there. The team of Greg Gilbert, Billy Callaghan, Jo Abbott and Andrew Edwards launched canoes / kayaks just like
International Rescue straight down East Combined Street to the bottom farm. They swam the cattle out of the yards and
up the road to the top farm to safety. Many amazing stories can now be shared as to how this worked out.
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Marine Studies Shark and Ray Centre Excursion

On Wednesday 17t March, 20 students from Year 10 Marine Studies awoke bright and early before the crack of dawn to travel
down to the Irukandji Shark and Ray Centre at Anna Bay, near Port Stephens. A range of elasmobranch species of the shark and rays
were encountered, including hand-feeding many sharks and rays in the new facility’s large outdoor enclosed saltwater lagoon.
Students felt the difference in skin textures between the rough skin of the sharks and the smooth slimy skin of the rays. Most
notable was the beautiful patterns on the Leopard Whipray and the bright colour of the Blue Spotted Ray. They also spent half an
hour snorkelling in the deep end of the lagoon to view the larger tawny nurse sharks. Thanks to our wonderful GA Terry for driving
the bus.

The new centre is much larger than our previous one, giving more room to our animals to move around in with over 430,000 litres of
water more than the previous centre! It also features a tropical indoor aquarium and several other smaller patting tanks. Everything
in the centre has been built to be as naturalistic as possible, with the focus on the animal’s welfare and lifestyle. The large lagoon
with sandy shores, rocky reefs lots of caves, crevices and holes, and a strong current allows them to feel more comfortable, and also
makes for great enrichment as they can explore, go into new caves, burrow under the sand and play in the current and bubbles. Our
new pools are their own mini ecosystems for our animals, and people to enjoy.

Other phases in the next 5 years will include new exhibits like the jellyfish room including the infamous Irukandji; one of the most
deadly things in the world, an extreme Shark Experience and some endangered fresh water species such as sea otters and fish.

Irukandji Shark and Ray Encounters is dedicated to effecting ocean conservation of the ocean through interaction, display,
communication, education, research and calls to action.
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Swimming Carnival

Tuesday 9th March was the annual swimming carnival. Students had a great day competing for their house.
The following is age champions for 2021 are:

12 Yrs Alicia Goodlad, Ryan Hardgrave 15 Yrs Isabelle Abbott, Wyle Durant
13 Yrs Eva Greenaway, Jack McAuliffe 16 Yrs Lilia Taylor, Nathanial Croft-Phillips
14 Yrs Laura Darby, Mitchell Curtis 17 Yrs Josephine Manks, Charlie Taylor
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House Points

Macquarie 192

Oxley 157
Manning 135
Parks 117
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TACO ‘about AWESOME Thursday

On the 18 March the year 12 Hospitality class completed a practical event. The students did an amazing job
creating 3 types of Tacos for staff to order. They had to demonstrate their ability to communicate in a team
environment, prepare simple dishes and prepare appetisers and salads. They have received fantastic
feedback and are defiantly developing in their cookery skills!
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Canteen Roster Term 1 CANTEEN VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

All you need is a free Volunteers Working
with Children's Check and one simple form
for you to enjoy a free morning tea and lunch
and a good laugh with our fabulous canteen
team. However, most importantly you are
helping our students receive nutritious, NSW
Government approved meals. You won't
have to serve or handle money.

So come in and lend a hand as much or as
little time as you like - and you don't have to
have a child at this school to help!

Please call Judy on 6553 5488.

Newsletters are published in weeks 3, 6 and 9.

Are available online at:
www.winghamh.schools.nsw.edu.au

Are emailed to:
[ all students @education emails
[ parents/carers with registered email accounts.

To receive a copy via email:

Payments for excursions etc, Contact the school and update your email address
Or

can be made online at Hard copies are available from the front office and the library.
www.winghamh.schools.nsw.edu.au
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