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 OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014 

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT 

At this time of the year planning for 2015 is well underway with Timetables, Budgets and Staffing being 

prominent in meetings. On top of this we are entering a new 3 Year Strategic Planning cycle. There is a new 

approach to this planning being implemented by the DEC called 5 P plans where schools articulate a vision for 

the school and then identify 3 strategic directions that the school will focus on for the next 3 years.  

Recent changes in the funding of schools will allow us to support the practices associated with each strategic 

direction with resources such as professional learning, technology, teaching and learning resources such as 

text books or additional specialist staff.  Other areas within the normal operation of the school can also be 

more adequately resourced. 

Year 12 will have finished all their HSC exams by the time this newsletter is published. Once again Mrs Sue 

McGilvray as Presiding Officer has provided the best possible organisation, support and environment to allow 

all students to perform to their best.  On behalf of the school, HSC students and their parents I would like to 

thank Sue and the examination supervisors for the superb effort in supporting the students through the HSC 

exams. 

Casting my mind back to the end of last term I would like to thank all the staff of Wingham High School and 

our ever supportive P&C for their contributions to the Sesqui-centenary celebrations in September. By all 

accounts it was a huge success and has been noted by the NSW Teachers Federation (the biggest single 

sponsor of the event) as being an example of best practice when it comes to promoting and celebrating Public 

Education. Well done to all. 

We have a hard working team of teachers currently planning and organising transition events for our incoming 

Year 7 for 2015. Mrs Dixon DP, Mrs Masters LaST, Mr Austin YA and Ms Williams YA accompanied by our new 

Captains (Maitlan Brown, Mathew Niksic, Jake Irvine and Mikayla Peckett) have begun their visits to our 

feeder Primary schools and are looking forward to all Year 6 students visiting on Wednesday 3rd December and 

to meeting Year 6 parents on the same evening at 6pm in the Library. 

P&C 

 The next P&C meeting will be on Thursday 6th November at 6pm in the Wingham High School Library. 

PHOTOS AND SOCIAL MEDIA 

If you take photos at school events, in which other students are visible, please check with their parents first 

before posting images or names anywhere online.  In any school community there can be families with private 

legal issues, who have genuine concerns about maintaining their child’s privacy and security. Thanks for 

helping to keep all our kids safe. 

This was in the Wingham Brush Newsletter and the same applies at Wingham High School. 



 

 

CAREERS REPORT 

All universities are unique in their own way and have quite a different feel to them. Over the next 12 months, Year 12 will 

have the opportunity to travel to some of our local/more popular universities. The first excursion took place on Tuesday 

21st October to Southern Cross University at Coffs Harbour. Fifteen students from our school joined with other local schools 

to attend the School Visit Day. Students were able to tour around the campus as well as attend lectures and information 

sessions according to their areas of interest. It was an opportunity to find out about courses, scholarships, accommodation 

and the like. 

Early in Term 1, an overnight excursion to the University of Wollongong will occur. Payment will need to be made by the 

end of this year. Early Term 2, we attend the University of new England Open Day at Armidale which is also an overnight 

excursion. At the end of Term 2, we visit the University of Newcastle. These are all great opportunities for students to work 

out where they wish to continue their studies. 

MARINE STUDIES 

As part of the topic "Food from the Sea", Year 9 Marine Studies students have been looking at cooking fresh fish. They have 

learned about the steps needed to prepare a fish for cooking: scaling, gutting and filleting. They learned safety skills (use a 

filleting glove and sharp knives) and food handling skills, as well as simple cooking of fish by coating the fillets in flour and 

frying them in a frypan with butter. Some students, like Cooper, had extensive fishing experience while others, such as 

Rory, tried it for the first time.  Mr Low 

          
 

INDIGENOUS MATH DAY 

Recently our Indigenous students attended a combined high school math day 

at Taree High School. They had a fun day learning many useful mathematical 

and language skills. 

 

Manday Ngarraliyn (Many Learning) 

Wakul     1 
Bularr     2 
Bularr Bularr   3 
Bularr Wakul  4 
Bularr Bularr Wakul 5 
 

 

 
        



 

 

YEAR 12 GRADUATION CEREMONY 

The formal graduation assembly was a splendid event. This was the first year such an event has been held at Wingham High 

School, but it is hoped that it becomes a part of our tradition. It gives the younger students something to aspire to and 

parents and extended family members were invited to come along as well. 

So Year 12….You have made it! Time to go out into the real world and live life…..two things I recommend for you are;     
1 Get a passport…and use it and 2 keep reading forever…your education has only just begun.  Ms Bloomfield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Final Farewell Speech - Eddi Raglus - School Leader 2014 

One of my favourite sayings is that we are the authors of our own stories and that we can change the words if we want to.  

Myself and my fellow year 12’s are at a turning point in the novels of our lives and everyone here like editors and 

publishers have helped us up to this point in some way or another to write our stories. For this I am extremely grateful. 

At times its been hectic and messy and in a story there’s always an antagonist to challenge everything you want to achieve, 

right? 

Our greatest glory as humans is not avoiding failure but getting back up every single time we do. That is what builds 

resilience. 

Throughout my schooling I always remember occasionally being slightly jealous of those whom knew exactly what they 

wanted to become. The ones who effortlessly achieved their goals and seemed to have their perfect stories planned and 

drafted out ahead of them. 

What I realise now though is that life doesn’t always go according to plan, and while a few people might do exactly what 

they set out to do, life has plot twists. People or experiences that change you, your opportunities, your life and maybe even 

your world.  

So what if you can’t figure out the future? 

This may seem a little ridiculous with so much ahead of us, but - don’t focus on the future.  

Focus on what you can do right now. 

Live 100% in the moment of right now because in the end that’s all we have. 

Fun fact: On average each person will meet 20,000 people in their lives. If we could all change just 10 of these 12,000 lives 

in some way, just imagine how many people that would impact from this room alone.  

It may seem impossible but I’ve seen it happen. 

For instance, this year while in the process of my art major work, I used many fruit stickers. This may seem a little odd to 

many and believe me I questioned myself at times; but my sister just 9 years old with a heart of pure gold, created a draw 

in her classroom. This draw had some paper in it and she kindly asked (or possibly bribed) the students in her composite 

class to put their stickers on these pieces of paper and when they were completely covered she would bring them home for 

me to use. I’m not quite sure what these kids parents thought when they heard a 17 year old was collecting fruit stickers 

but nonetheless I would not have been able to complete my major work without their help and kindness.  

If you think you are too small to make a difference, you clearly haven’t been in bed with a mosquito. 

SO if hypothetically we had a significant positive impact on 10 people each. Imagine if those 10 people then had a positive 

impact on another 10 of the approximate 12,000 people they will meet during their lives.  

We could quite literally create a trend that spreads faster than the ice bucket challenge.  

Everyone in this room has the gift of time. The gift of being right here, together, in this moment.  

Use this gift to do what you love. 

I think one of the problems in this day and age, for myself and my fellow generation is that we are taught to constantly look 

externally for answers.  ‘Told to Google things if we don’t know the answer.’ 

You can Google for an answer, you can Google for social media sites to make you feel connected, but you can’t Google 

what’s in your heart.  And that is passion. 



 

 

The passion that you need to discover things and learn things for yourselves. To discover what this crazy world is all about.  

I’m not saying that following your passion will be smooth. In fact you will probably fail. You may fail many times but these 

challenges are beneficial. They are what make getting to the last page of your story worthwhile.  Rewarding. 

You may be worried about going into the world, and doing something bigger than yourself but you are already perfectly 

able to write your own stories and do beautiful things in this world. 

Jim Carrey once said “The decisions we make in this moment are based on either love or fear. So many of us choose our 

path out of fear disguised as practicality. What we really want seems impossibly out of reach and ridiculous to expect so we 

never ask the universe for it. “ 

You can fail at what you don’t like doing so you may as well take a chance at doing what you love.  

Dare to ask the universe for what you want. 

I’m not telling you that you have an obligation to make the world better; I’m just telling you to live in it. Not just to endure 

it, not just to suffer it, not just to pass through it. But to live in it. 

To seize this moment. To seize the day.  

 

Carpe Diem. 

 

I want to thank every single person here on behalf of year 12; Mr Sedgwick, Ms Bloomfield, teachers, families, friends and 

various other staff and students for helping us to write our stories up to this point.  

I can only hope that our stories continue to be influenced by such amazing people.  

Thank you. 

                        

   



 

 

YEAR 12 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL TRADITIONAL BBQ AND FUND RAISING DAY 

Another wonderful cohort of Wingham High students enjoyed a farewell at the traditional breakfast BBQ. It was a relaxed 

and fun event for teachers and students to catch up in a less formal atmosphere. It is customary for students to dress up 

before heading out to raise funds for their nominated charity. In 2014 the nominated charity was the Children’s Ward at 

Manning Base Hospital. As a group, fund raising this year went incredibly well, raising in excess of $7000.00. A massive 

thankyou  to all the students involved and the students, teachers and community members who donated not only their 

well-earned money but their time to help raise these much needed funds. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

AGRICULTURE  

Scone beef Bonanza 

On October 23rd, 19 of Wingham High Schools Agriculture students competed  at  the Scone Beef Bonanza.  An event held 

over  4 days attended by 35 schools (720 students) and numerous commercial exhibitors.  It was Wingham High’s most 

successful show ever, with lots of favourable comments from breeders.  

Overall Wingham High were the most successful exhibitors, receiving the following results: 

 Scone School Steer Grand Champion Parader - Jessica Hudson 

 Champion Junior Meat  Judge - Jonty Hemmingway 

 Reserve Junior Meat Judge - Victoria Lee 

 Reserve Junior Meat Judging Team of 4 - Jonty Hemmingway, Teanna Peckett, Kate Stocks, Victoria Lee 

 Jonty Hemmingway crowned NSW Meat Judging Champion 

 Interactive Team Judging 1st - The Wingham ‘Beefy Boys’ - Jake Brood, Jake Peckett, Aaron Walker, BJ Woolfe 

 Interactive Team Judging 3rd - The Wingham ‘Meat Heads’ - Reilly Brown, Dylan Brown, Pat Gallagher, Charles Turner 

 Parading Year Finals - Emily Foster, Kasey Gregory, Charles Turner, Rachel Atkins, Casey Williams, Kate Stocks, Teanna 
Peckett and Victoria Lee 

Cattle Awards - Live 

 2nd place Lightweight Class 

 2nd place Middleweight Class 

 5th place Middleweight class 

 Highly Commended Middleweight Class 

Cattle Awards - Carcase 

 Grand Champion Lightweight Carcase 

 Reserve Champion Middleweight Carcase 

 3rd place Middleweight carcase 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Emily Foster - Parading 

Reserve Junior Meat Judging Team of 4 
Jonty Hemmingway, Teanna Peckett, Kate Stocks, Victoria Lee 
 



 

 

                          

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jonty selected to represent the Mid North 

Coast at the 2015 Sydney Royal Show 

Jonty with her awards for NSW Junior 

Meat Judging Champion 

Handler Casey Williams at the Taree show 

with a Grand Champion steer. 

 

Jessica Hudson Grand Champion Parader - Scone Beef Bonanza 



 

 

 

  



 

 

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES Quad bike Training 

As part of the Year 11 Primary Industries course, students are required to undertake Nationally Accredited Training in Quad 

bike operation.  Taree Tafe were able to provide this training to our students at no cost to the students. Mr Hawkins also 

undertook the training with his students to become re-certified in this competency.  A big thank you to Laurie Gallagher 

and Greg Stuart at Taree Tafe, for the organisation of both the theory and practical components of this course, over 3 

sessions. These students now have National recognised training to aid in future employment opportunities and safe work 

practices on their own properties. Students involved were: Billy Cornish, Elyse Kennedy, Rhiannan Minns, Ryan Morris, 

Emma Roberts, Alysse Riggs, Aiden Drew (THS) and Kyle Murray. 

 

 

 
 



 

 

NSW SCHOOL VACCINATION PROGRAM 2014 

School vaccination clinics continue into on Thursday 6th November 2014 
 

WHAT IF MY CHILD HAS MISSED A VACCINE 

If your child has missed any vaccinations they will be offered any missed doses at the next clinics at their school.   

 

WHAT IF MY CHILD HAS NOT RECEIVED ALL HPV VACCINES BEFORE THE END OF 2014? 

Any year 7 student will be caught up for HPV only in 2015.  Any Year 9 boy who has not received all 3 doses of HPV can 

attend their local doctor to receive any missed doses. 

 

Additionally – any year 8 student who commenced HPV vaccination while in year 7 and are yet to finish all 3 doses (and 

who has not received any from their local doctor) can still receive these at the next clinic at their school. 

Don’t forget a Record of Vaccination is given to each student for each vaccination. Parents/guardians should ensure that 

this record is kept for future reference and should not assume that their child has been vaccinated if they do not receive 

this Record of Vaccination.   

Any questions, visit the NSW Ministry of Health website at: 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/schoolvaccination.aspx  

 

 

 

MEASLES CATCH-UP CAMPAIGN 

 

You may have heard through a media campaign about the 

school based measles catch-up program due to the recent 

measles outbreaks in NSW.  Details are at:  

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/measle

s-catchup.aspx  

Due to high measles coverage rates in the Hunter New 

England Local Health District not all schools will be 

participating in this school catch-up campaign.  However if 

your child’s school is not participating in the measles 

program and your child needs vaccination, you can take your 

child to their doctor to receive free MMR vaccine (you may 

be charged for the consultation). 

 

To check if your child has received two doses of MMR: 

 Look in your child’s Blue Book for a record of two 

doses of ‘MMR vaccine’ or ‘Priorix vaccine’ OR 

 Check with your child’s doctor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/schoolvaccination.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/measles-catchup.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/immunisation/Pages/measles-catchup.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
         Hunter New England Population Health 

         Direct Contact Details 

         Phone:  (02) 49246477 

 

LAST CHANCE FOR STUDENTS TO RECEIVE VACCINATIONS AT SCHOOL 

The last school based vaccination clinic at school will be held on: 

Thursday 6th November 2014 

It is not too late for your year 7 son or daughter, or year 9 son to receive missed vaccine doses 

offered in 2014.  If you have not completed a consent form, please ask the school for one and 

send it back in time for the last clinic.  Any missed vaccine, even a first dose of HPV can be 

administered at this last clinic.  HPV is an expensive vaccine, and is only funded if the course is 

commenced in year 7 at school. 

What happens if my child has not received a full course of 3 doses of HPV by the end of this 

year? – as long as your child starts the course of HPV while they are in year 7 in 2014 the nurses 

will complete their course while they are in year 8 in 2015.  You do not need to take any further 

action. This will however be the last opportunity for boys in year 9 to have a HPV vaccine dose at 

school. Year 9 boys who have had less than 3 doses of HPV vaccine after this next visit can 

complete the schedule at their GP practice. 

Your child is given a record of vaccination for each vaccine administered; you may need to ask 

them for this copy. 

You can contact the Hunter New England Population Health Unit on 49246477 and ask for an 

immunisation officer if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 
Thank you all for your cooperation and vigilance with not including 

peanuts and peanut products in students’ lunch boxes. 
 

Remember: 
NO peanuts or peanut products are to be brought to school. 

 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

 

ALLERGY REMINDER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Month MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

NOVEMBER 

3
rd 

David Osmond 
Marie Reeve 
HELP NEEDED 
PLEASE

 

4
th 

MEAR MALES!!!! 
Ken Cameron 
Allen Skinner 

5
th 

Judy Abdoo
 

Lauren Robertson 

6
th 

Sandy Osmond 
Melinda Murphy 

7
th 

Jeffrey Ritchie 
Leanne Smith 
HELP NEEDED 
PLEASE 

NOVEMBER 

10
th 

Kay Brauer 
Lorraine McGrath 
HELP NEEDED 
PLEASE 

11
th 

Caroline Weekes 
HELP NEEDED PLEASE 

 

12
th 

Judy Abdoo 
Linda Mackenzie

 

 

13
th 

Leanne Forster 
Robert Allen 

 

14
th 

Jennifer Granger
 

Leanne Smith 
HELP NEEDED 
PLEASE 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

NOVEMBER 

17
th 

Kath Palmer 
Lisa Brissett 
Liz Fenech 

18
th 

Christine Donohue 
Jean Cameron 
Bronwyn Wallace

 

 

19
th 

Julie Page 
Judy Abdoo 

20
th 

Anne Munns 
Mary Pillotto

 

 

21
st 

Jennifer Granger 
Julianne Webster 
HELP NEEDED 
PLEASE 

NOVEMBER 

24
th 

Joyce Cumming 
Marie Reeve 
HELP NEEDED 
PLEASE

 

25
th 

Caroline Weekes 
George Greaves 

26
th 

Judy Abdoo 
HELP NEEDED PLEASE

 

 

27
th 

Jason Mills 
Jeffrey Ritchie 
Julianne Webster

 

28
th

 
Jenny Lambourne 
Patricia Skinner 
Marie Reeve  

DECEMBER 

1
st 

David Osmond 
Marie Reeve 
HELP NEEDED 
PLEASE 

2
nd 

MEAR MALES!!!! 
Ken Cameron 
Allen Skinner 

3
rd 

Judy Abdoo
 

Lauren Robertson 

4
th 

Sandy Osmond 
Melinda Murphy 

5
th 

Jeffrey Ritchie 
Leanne Smith 
HELP NEEDED 
PLEASE 

DECEMBER 

8
th 

Kay Brauer 
Lorraine McGrath 
HELP NEEDED 
PLEASE

 

9
th 

Caroline Weekes 
HELP NEEDED PLEASE 

 

10
th 

Judy Abdoo 
Linda Mackenzie

 

 

11
th 

Leanne Forster 
Robert Allen 

 

12
th 

Jennifer Granger
 

Leanne Smith 
HELP NEEDED 
PLEASE 

DECEMBER 

15
th 

Kath Palmer 
Lisa Brissett 
Liz Fenech 

16
th 

Christine Donohue 
Jean Cameron 
Bronwyn Wallace

 

 

17
th 

Julie Page 
Judy Abdoo 

18
th 

Anne Munns 
Mary Pillotto

 

 

19
th 

Jennifer Granger 
Julianne Webster 
HELP NEEDED 
PLEASE 





STUDENTS WITH INJURIES 

We take your students illnesses and injuries very seriously and provide the best level of first aide possible, however, 

many students come to school with injuries; bites, blisters, burns, infected belly rings, stings, sprains and strains that 

have been incurred as a result of sports or other activities out of school time. Our first aide officer has many duties 

to perform each day as well as her normal duties (first aide is a voluntary position), and the school would be grateful 

if injuries sustained out of school time could be treated out of school time. Of course we will continue to provide the 

best possible after care at school but students who require bandages, band aids etc. should provide them from 

home and existing injuries should be treated as well as possible at home. 
 

Also, we wish to remind all parents that Wingham High School does not, under any circumstances, provide students 

with Panadol or any other non-prescription drugs and Prescription medications are only administered under strict 

guidelines. If your child requires medication at school please contact the school accounts office and we will be happy 

to discuss this further. 

 

 

MAKE ONLINE PAYMENTS 

It is now possible for parents to make online payments to the school for amounts owing for students, via a secure 

payment page hosted by Westpac. Payments can be made using either a Visa or MasterCard credit or debit card. The 

payment page is accessed from the front page of the schools website by selecting $ Make a payment  

Items that can be paid include voluntary school contributions, subject contributions, excursions, sales to students 

and creative and practical arts activities (these include band, drama and dance). There is also a category called 

‘Other’ this is to cover items not covered in the previous headings, ‘Other’ can be used to make a complete payment 

of a school invoice. 

When you access the $ Make a payment you must enter: 

 the students name, and 

 class and reference number OR 

 the students name, and 

 date of birth. 

 

These details are entered each time you make a payment as student information is not held within the payment 

system. There is also the option to enter the Student Registration Number and Invoice number if you are aware of 

them, these are optional fields. 

This is a secure payment system hosted by Westpac to ensure that your credit/debit card details are captured in a 

secure manner, these details are not passed back to the school.  

You have the ability to check and change any details of the payment before the payment is processed. Receipts can 

be emailed and/or printed. 

Details of the payments are passed daily to the school where they will be receipted against your child’s account. As a 

receipt has been issued from the payment page a further receipt will not be issued by the school. 

For any enquiries regarding the Online Payment process please contact the School Administration Office. 

 





 



 

 

 

  



 

 
 



 

 


