PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

There have been many student achievements to celebrate this term.
Successes have come our way on many sporting fields particularly in team
events: Touch, Soccer, Rugby League as well as the Ag team at local shows
and the Royal Easter Show. Recently we had a small group of students
volunteer to assist at the Wingham Court Nursing Home. This program has
been a highlight of the term for the school and students involved.

| have previously written about the New Syllabuses in English, Maths, Science and History being
implemented in 2014. As a result many staff have been busy planning for this. The DEC has scheduled 2
school development days (pupil free) at the start of term 2, 2013 (Monday 29" & Tuesday 30th April). On
these days staff will be heavily involved in unpacking the new syllabuses and familiarising themselves with
new programming tools being provided by the Board of Studies. Other Faculties will be undertaking
professional learning in areas to support the implementation of their syllabuses in coming years. These
workshops will focus on “accommodations and adjustments” for students who have additional learning
needs.

The New Vocational Education Training (VET) course requirements are being implemented this year so we
have arranged for the Regional VET coordinator to present workshops to our VET teachers to ensure
compliance to meet regional audit requirements.

Speaking of regions it has been confirmed by the Minister of Education and Communities Mr Adrian Piccoli
that from 2014 regions will no longer exist within the new structure of the NSW DEC as a result of the
functional realignment. The new structure will have 4 Areas across the state (replacing 8 regions). | have
included the DEC map of the new structure later in this newsletter.

| have recently been informed by the DEC Assets Management Unit that we are to lose a demountable
classroom due to declining enrolments. | have nominated the demountable located in the senior quad as
our preferred option. The reasons | have chosen this demountable is that if we are to lose a teaching space
we can at least gain something for the students from the loss, ie. playground space. We have been
discussing for some time the rejuvenation of the senior quad and its use as a study area. If we manage to
get through the red tape associated with this process we will commence planning for this important
project. | have already set funds aside for the initial stages. | appreciate the support already offered by the
P&C to achieve the removal of this particular demountable.




ACROSS THE DEPUTY’S DESK

The term has flown by so quickly and it’s time for a quick update... especially after Easter
and a bellyful of chocolate:

Year 7: Many assignments and assessments have been done —the beginning of the High School workload clearly
evident in Year 7 classes. In English there have been oral presentations with visual representations to
demonstrate what their personal interests are while in Spanish there have been posters and culinary creations —a
wonderful array of Spanish foods, tourist attractions and customs have been celebrated — Ola!. Not to be
outdone, History has been studying ancient civilisations and the presentations | have seen have been terrific.
Congratulations to all who have shown how well they’ve settled in. A special welcome to new enrolment, from
Poland, Veronica Wojtowicz who has joined Waratah. Also, congratulations to Kiara Collier and Bryceon Xuereb
who have been promoted to Waratah (the selective class) also. In the Cross Country, Sophie Jackson and Kye
Williams were age champions — well done! We would encourage parents to be inclusive of our Core Values ethos
in discussions at home, especially as they relate to the manner in which they speak and act towards others
(demonstrating respect) — as a spate of poor language and bullying has crept into the behaviours of some Year 7
students, and this is disappointing.

Year 9: Year 9 are enjoying the diversity of coursework that their electives allow —it’s wonderful to have choice in
education. A variety of leadership roles in the school have been undertaken by Year 9, especially evident in the
Junior and Senior Assembly organisation. There were fantastic performances by Hayley Watt, accompanied by Jai
Harrison and the marvellous display of talent by our gymnasts: Kate and Daniel Stocks ; (with Kate also as
choreographer) Brianna McCann and Dylan Webster, as well as Josh Essery and Jarrad Gibbons working to
ensure the smooth running of it all from behind the scenes. Congratulations also to Caitlyn Cameron and Nathan
Rowe as age champions in the Cross Country — well done!

Year 11: Senior Success seems to be working really well for those students who have availed themselves of this
program — remember for Week 2 of Term 2, you need a study program / plan ready to show and discuss how it’s
working for you. Assessments are starting to roll on now! Students need to be ‘on top’ of their organisation and
get their assessment schedules, tasks and summary notes organised as part of their daily processes. Exams are
realistically ‘just around the corner’! Special thanks to the Year 11 SRC for organising and hosting the Senior
Assembly which ran like a dream, and, of course, the talents of Sharani Parker —who played a lilting, esoteric
piece on the piano and Sam Rei — who played a blues piece on the electric guitar (ably accompanied by Josh Ray
of Year 8, on the drums). As for Cross Country, congratulations to Sharni Allan, Sheridyn Dalton and Elyse Godwin
for really getting in the spirit — house coloured zinc, hats and sunscreen — a great message relating to SunSafe
Australia protocols and excellent role modelling for younger students to follow. Also, a welcome to new
enrolment, Damon Davies, from the Central Coast.

DET approved sites to help parents are indicated below, to assist in a range of aspects of schooling:

Assignment starters A-Z

What projects or essays does your child have that are due by the end of term? One of them could be among the
School A-Z website’s assignment starters — resources designed to point you in the right direction.

Find out more: http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/other-subjects-and-assignments

Buying an e-reader or tablet
E-readers may be a good way to get reluctant readers into books, plus they let you carry your library around with
you wherever you go: Find out more: http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/technology/using-technology/e-book-

re-kindle-love-of-reading. Until next time, enjoy a 2 week holiday and return to school re-energised, re-

invigorated and ready to really ‘hook in” and produce quality work (here’s hoping the weather remains good for us
all). Mrs D


http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-and-study/other-subjects-and-assignments
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/technology/using-technology/e-book-re-kindle-love-of-reading
http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/technology/using-technology/e-book-re-kindle-love-of-reading

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM AT WINGHAM COURT NURSING HOME

A small group of students have participated in a
volunteering program in Term 1 which has involved
them spending time with the residents of Wingham
Court Nursing Home.

The Year 8 students devote every Friday afternoon to
spending time with residents, assisting with activities
and generally enjoying interaction with the high-care
residents.

Friday afternoon Bingo and the Seniors” Week fashion
parade and concert have been highlights for the
students who ‘walk on air’ when they return to school after their visits.

It is our hope to extend the in the future to allow for more students to become involved and extend to other care
facilities.

Congratulations to the students involved.

SCHOOL SOCIAL

The SRC held a very successful social on Wednesday 20th March in the MPC. The theme for the event was "I Can't
Believe You Wore That! 270 students were in attendance and many wore crazy outfits. Twelve students were
identified as being "best dressed" and received a $5 canteen voucher for their troubles. Thanks go to Year 12 for
entertaining us with supplying the music and being behind the scenes. Thanks to all the staff who gave of their time
to assist with the supervision.

Ms Leslie and Mrs Kendall



MID COAST CONNECT recognises Wingham High School Hospitality students’ contributions....

Wingham High knows how to impress our Workplacement
Coordinators. The Year 12 Hospitality students prepared and served a
delicious morning tea to Kylie Reay from our Southern Office when she
visited recently to discuss their work placement choices.

Work Placement Coordinators across the region have been conducting
work readiness seminars with students to help them complete
successful placements with local employers.

MARINE STUDIES SNORKELLING EXCURSION — 26" MARCH 2013

A group of 20 Year 9 and 10 Marine Studies Students ventured to
Forster with the aim of snorkelling with dolphins in the open ocean. The
thickest fog of the year prevented up from seeing as much as possible.

We eventually got to swim in the open ocean as a cure for sea sickness.
Unfortunately, the dolphin numbers were down on the day but we did
get to see mother dolphins training their offspring in the art of fish
catching along the rock walls on the headlands.

Many kids had not been in a boat or on the open ocean which was an
experience for all.

The operators commented on the excellent behaviour and attitude of our marine students.

John Hawkins

SPORT REPORT

First term sport at Wingham High School was very successful with excellent individual and team efforts.

Maitlan Brown was selected in the NSW Open Girls Cricket Team.

Dakota Manton has been selected in the Hunter Open Boys Basketball team.

Dylan Webster and Tallulah and Taj Greaves represented our zone at the regional swimming titles.

The open Girls Touch Team are Manning Champions and will travel to Newcastle soon for another round of matches.

The Open Boys Rugby League teams are Manning Champions of the Country Rugby League competition and they will
travel to Port Macquarie next term for the next round of that competition.

First round winners in State Competitions are
Open Boys Cricket

Open Boys Touch Football

15 Years Boys Soccer

Open Boys Softball



Open Girls Softball
And we wish them well in future games.
MAITLAN BROWN

Maitlan has been in Wollongong competing in the Lord Taverners Girls High School State Cricket Championships.
Maitlan played for the state’s honours team. This team consists of 6 batters, 4 bowlers and a wicket keeper. This is
the highest achievement for girl’s cricket at school level.

OPEN BOYS TOUCH

Wingham High School dominated Kotara High School in the Open Boy’s Touch game that was played on 18" March
on the school oval. Our next game will be played against the winner between Lambton and Warner’s Bay High

School.
Wingham High School Kotara High School
12 Blake Sky 2
7 Fletcher Lewis 1 No 2 1
14 Jordan Morgan-Saxby 1
15 Mitch Collins 1
12 Blake Sky 2 No 3 2
8 Ryan Morris 1
3 Brodie Myer 1
14 Jordan Morgan-Saxby 1
7 Fletcher Lewis 1
11 3
SYDNEY ART EXCURSION

Fifty three students attended the annual art
excursion to Sydney this year. The traditional visit
to see the Archibald, Wynne and Sulman
Exhibitions, and Art Express at the Art Gallery of
New South Wales were combined with a jaunt to
the Museum of Contemporary Art to see the
extraordinary work of Anish Kapoor.

Museun

The students had a great day and represented the
school and themselves impeccably. For some
students this annual art excursion is a maiden
voyage to Sydney so excitement levels are high. The <
students had a creative energy about them all day =

and engaged with the work not only through experiencing them but also with conversations, taklng
photographs and of course reflection back at school. You can find out more about these exhibitions on the
galleries websites.

Also Eddi Raglus has been accepted to attend the Dobell Drawing School at the National Art School for 4
days during the holidays. This is a great opportunity for rural students to engage with reputable art schools
in the heart of Sydney. Well done Eddi.



GAFATAK TRAINING DAY

Gafatak is a student based school team that co-ordinates all events in the MPC. They are
involved simple assemblies through to major events such as Big Night Out and our annual
school production. The team has been running for around five years now and is driven by Mrs
Harrell and Mrs Merilyn Kendall, our Entertainment teacher (Entertainment is a subject
offered in years 11 and 12 encompassing all aspects of the entertainment industry) and the
entertainment class.

The team this year comprises of Jack Donehue, Darcy
Byrne, Jackie Clarke, Mathew Niksic, Mitch Saxby, Billy
Bartlett, Morgan Coleman, Jason Rees, Jack Boyd,
Aspen Nash and Katelyn Roberts. As most of these
students are new to the team and the school
purchased new equipment for the MPC at the end of
last year we needed a training day for everyone to
learn how to professionally use everything. Who
better to ask than our professional guru, Hamish
McDonald from Paradyme Studios. Hamish installed
the equipment himself and regularly assists us with
major events. When not helping us he runs a recording
studio, works at the Manning Entertainment Centre
and also teaches a sound and lighting course at TAFE
in Port Macquarie. His time is very valuable and is patience is inexhaustible. We really appreciate the time and
support he gives Wingham High. The students left the day extremely enthusiastic and much more knowledgeable
about all the aspects of putting on a show. Time and practise will now make them into an effective and productive

production team.




PREPARE TO SUCCEED

Is a homework club that runs on Tuesday afternoons from 3.30pm until 4.30pm. Students get help with assignments,
maths, essay writing, homework and internet access. The centre operates as a drop-in centre, located in the school
library. Paul lvers and Adriene Muscat are the supervisors and many other staff members attend. All interested
students are welcome.

Do you need help with your school work?

R

PREPARE TO SUCCEED

It could be maths, essay writing, an assignment, homework or you just

need access to the internet for research.

PREPARE TO SUCCEED is a free program offering assistance to Wingham
High School students who would like help with their school work.

The program is supervised by teachers who volunteer to help students with

their learning needs after school.

PREPARE TO SUCCEED runs each Tuesday from 3.30pm til 4.30pm during
the school term.

For more information please call 65535488 and speak to Mr Ivers or
Mr Muscat

SENIOR SUCCESS

We have been running a new program this term designed to assist senior students in their path towards the HSC.
The workshops focus upon developing a shared understanding of the expectations and responsibilities of Stage 6.
Areas explored include study skills and the expectations of study, communication skills, time management, stress
management and the knowledge of what to watch for in order to prevent conflict and problems during Stage 6. It is
about preventing problems rather than having to address them.

So far we have had two successful workshops. Workshop 1 covered what students will need to be organised for
Stage 6 while Workshop 2 covered study skills and how to help someone with something you know nothing about.
Workshop 3 will be held in Week 2 Term 2 Wednesday 8" May 6pm in the library. Workshop 3 will cover
Examinations and Study. ALL senior students and support persons are welcome to attend. You don’t need to have
attended prior workshops.



EXTENSION 2 ENGLISH CAMP

On the 11th of March, year 12 students Ally Foster
and Calypso Watson, travelled to Coffs Coast Beach
School to take part in an Extension 2 English camp.

As well as taking part in many fun activities such as ice
skating and the mega drop, the girls watched
presentations and did workshops with mentors to
increase their understanding of the Extension 2
English course.

It was a valuable trip and was enjoyed by all.

CANTEEN ROSTER

08/04/2013 Annie Upton, Marie Reeve, HELP NEEDED
09/04/2013 Caroline Weekes, George Greaves

10/04/2013 Judy Abdoo, Julie Page

11/04/2013 Ronwyn Meaker, Jacquie Godfrey

12/04/2013 Therese Hopkins, Susan Watson, HELP NEEDED
29/04/2013 Joyce Cummings, Marie Reeve, NELP NEEDED
30/04/2013 Christine Donohue, Jean Cameron, Bronwyn Wallace
01/05/2013 Sandy Osmond, Judy Abdoo

02/05/2013 Louise Smith, Anne Munns

03/05/2013 Michelle Swannck, HELP NEEDED, HELP NEEDED
06/05/2013 Annie Upton, Marie Reeve, HELP NEEDED
07/05/2013 Caroline Weekes, HELP NEEDED

08/05/2013 Judy Abdoo, Julie Page

09/05/2013 Ronwyn Meaker, Jacquie Godfrey

10/05/2013 Therese Hopkins, Susan Watson, HELP NEEDED
13/05/2013 kay Brauer, Lorraine McGrath, HELP NEEDED
14/05/2013 MERE MALES — Ken Cameron, Allan Skinner
15/05/2013 Sandy Osmond, Lauren Robertson

16/05/2013 Jeff Ritchie, Jason Mills,

17/05/2013 Marie Reeve, Jenny Collier, Pat Skinner

As always I'd like to thank my great volunteers for their time and support.
There will be a new menu out early next term.
Lynda




BRAVISSIMO
Jan Weekes, Llewellyn Horgan and Nick Horgan are three talented HSC Music students of 2012. So talented in fact

that they were selected to perform in the Bravissimo Concert in Port Macquarie. This concert showcases outstanding
performances from around the area encompassing Armidale, Grafton, Forster and all schools in between. There
were twenty performances overall and these three boys outshone them all... my completely unbiased opinion of
course! 17 Music students from years 10 and 11 travelled up to Port Macquarie to see the show and they were not
disappointed with the talent that was on display. Along with Jan’s piano, Nick’s bass and Llew’s guitar, we heard
modern jazz on the saxophone, classical singing, recorder, compositions performed and an outstanding finale of
“Long Way to the Top” including the bagpipe solo. The show has inspired the up and coming musicians who went
and it is hoped that Wingham will continue our fine musical tradition and have more students selected in the years
to come. Congratulations should go to Nick and Llew who also recently performed as part of an ensemble at the
Sydney Opera House concert “Encore” which showcases the best performances across the State.

Sydney Royal Show 2013

Wingham High sent a team of 10 students from yrs 8-11 down to the royal Easter show on the 18" of March for the
week to display 3 animals that had specific targets to meet being weight, muscle and fat cover. We also had 4
students qualify for the RAS state paraders they were Briana Hartup, Jonty Hemmingway, Nikita Gallagher and ex-
student Madeline Coomber. Leaving on the Monday was the long drive down we had Mr Charlie Cassels agriculture
teacher at this school and 2 very special parents Tamera Murray and Matt Hartup take cars of students down. Once
there cattle were unloaded and put in stalls at the show the students had to set up camp at Agnus Banks Equine
Veterinary Clinic, which the owners of very kindly let us stay. Tuesday was when the cattle were weighed and then
scanned on the rump and rib for mm of fat. Wednesday was trade steer (more than one breed) judging which we
had to animals in a (Charolaise x angus)x Murray Grey heifer led by Jonty Hemmingway and a (Charolaise x angus) x
angus steer led by Victoria Lee breed at Wingham High unfortunately we didn’t place then was the school paraders
competition, our school was represented by Jakob Osmond leading our Simmental purebred school steer Harry
donated by Max Dench. Jakob had better luck placing 3™ in that event well done. That afternoon Trade steers were
loaded onto the truck headed to the abattoirs. We found out that our heifer in the trade steer got a silver medal in
the carcase judging. Thursday was the purebred and school steer judging which was Harry’s class he was led by
Briana Hartup, again no luck in the hoof classes, harry was then auctioned per kilo and was led in that by Trae
Murray. He sold for $3.20 per kilo good effort. Friday was the state RAS paraders or the FO02 in heat 2 we had kitty
leading a devon heifer, in heat 3 was Madeline Coomber and Briana Hartup leading shorthorn heifers from Ronelle
Park Briana placed 5™ in her heat which was very hard earned and finally in heat 4 Jonty Hemmingway leading a
Hereford heifer from Elemvale Hereford Stud. Well done to all students and thank you for representing our show
team.

A special Thanks to stud owners
for leaning and donating their
cattle to us we wouldn’t have
made it in the ring without you.
Also to the parents that drove us
down and back for giving up your
time and making this all possible.
A huge thanks to our teacher Mr
Cassels for pushing us, all those
hours payed off.
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P & C News

We are near the end of another term. In the past two meetings we have been fortunate to have Mrs Kim Dixon, Deputy Principal
and Mrs Cassie Portelli Maths Head Teacher come to our meetings and explain changes and programs for our school. Mrs Dixon
came and spoke to us at the March Meeting about The Authentic Assessment program which has replaced the Year 10 School
Certificate. Mrs Portelli who came to our April meeting informed us of the changes to the Maths Curriculum that will be coming
into our school and the need for new text books. We are grateful and appreciative of the time staff take to come to our
meetings and explain new programs and changes to the school curriculum. | would like to thank them for giving us this time |
know I find this helpful and informative as a parent.

We have funded a TIG welder for the TAS Department. | am sure this will be most beneficial to the school and courses in this
faculty. We are pleased to be able to help and provide for our school.

Anzac Day is almost upon us again. | would like to thank our School Leaders on their running of the Anzac Assembly. Itisvery
humbling to listen to the stories of the wars and what our students have learned but most of all  am proud to be a part of this
school when you see our young School Leaders run this assembly each year. Thank you for your reprensentation of our school.
We held our Annual General Meeting on Thursday 4 April. The committee is as follows: President - Anne Munns

Vice Presidents - Ken Cameron, Kathy McKay

Secretary - Helen Cross

Treasurer - Therese Hopkins

Treasurer Assistant - Christine Donehue

Canteen Committee - Lynda Nash, Helen Cross, Christine Donehue, Anne Munns, Julie Leslie, Mark Thomson

I would like to thank everyone in the the P & C and the school community for the past year. The P & C would not operate
effectively without the local support of the school and local community. | would also like to thank Lynda Nash and all of her
volunteers in the canteen without these people we would not be able to give the support to the school that we do. All of the
executive committee continue to work hard and | would like to thank them for all of their support. Our next meeting is to be
held on Thursday 2 May in the School Staff Room at 6pm. Hope to see you there, all are welcome to attend.

Thanks
Anne Munns
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WINGHAM SERVICES
SNOOKER AND DARTS CLUB.
Geoff Cannon
President of the snooker and darts club.

mobile phone number: 0412275821.

We are starting up a junior snooker coaching clinic, the coaching clinic
will be open to all juniors from the ages of 12 to 16 both male and
females.

The clinic will be run by Mr Barry Carlaw, Barry has played numerous
Australian and Pacific Championships.

The coaching clinic starts on Sunday17th. March at 2-00 P.M.

We the committee are bound by the rules and regulations of the main
club, those wishing to participate in the snooker coaching clinic are to be
accompanied by an adult at all times while on club premises including
the coaching times.

We hope that you would be kind enough to announce our intentions in
your morning assembly.

If any parent would like further more information | would be pleased to
advise them.

They can contact me on my mobile which is at the top of this letter.
Thank-you.
Your Sincerely

Geoff Cannon



WORLD OF MATHS

On March 27th, selected students from Year 7 and 8 were invited to
participate in a hands on activity morning focusing on problem solving in

Mathematics.

The activities were engaging and promoted team work to solve real life
problems. Year 7 Waratah will be asked to create something like this for
our local Primary School students in term 3.




